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On September 15, 1995, American Airlines, Inc. (“American”), Trans World Air-

lines, Inc. (“TWA”), United Air Lines, Inc. (“United”) and USAir Inc. (“USAIR”)  filed a

motion to extend the date by which comments must be filed for 30 days. Delta Air Lines,

Inc. (“Delta”), Swissair, Swiss Air Transport Co., Ltd. (“Swissair”), Sabena S.A., Sabena

Belgian World Airlines (“Sabena”) and Austrian Airlines, osterreichische  Luftverkehrs

AG (“Austrian”) hereby file this Answer in opposition to the joint motion.

After waiting a full week since the application was filed, the Joint Movants seek a

total of seven weeks (three weeks pursuant to 14 C.F.R. 5 303.42 plus 30 extra days) in

which to prepare comments to the Joint Application. Other than a conclusory assertion



that the Joint Movants need “a reasonable time” to review the Application and “prepare

fully informed comments”, the motion contains w justification for the requested thirty-

day extension. The Department should view the motion for what it really is, an effort to

use the regulatory process to delay consideration of the procompetitive and proconsumer

Joint Application.

Part 303 provides interested parties twenty-one days in which to file comments on

applications for approval of agreements and for antitrust immunity. This is ample time

for interested parties to review the application and prepare “fully informed comments” for

submission to the Department.

This is not a case of first impression. The Joint Application is very similar to the

joint application of KLM and Northwest for approval and immunity of an alliance. In the

Northwest-KIM case, the Department gave interested parties twenty-one days (the time

provided for in Part 303) in which to submit comments on the Northwest-KIM Applica-

tion, and rejected requests by United and American for delay or dismissal. Order

92-9-30. The Joint Application should be accorded similar treatment.

The Joint Application is straightforward and sets out in detail all of the factual, le-

gal and policy bases for approval of and grant of antitrust immunity for the Alliance

Agreements. The Joint Applicants submit that the Application is complete and there is no

assertion by the Joint Movants to the contrary. Accordingly, there is no justification to

extend the date for comments.
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WHEREFORE, the Department should promptly deny the Joint Motion.
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